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1. INTRODUCTION:  William J. Clark, P.O. Box 
682, King City, California 93930, ((408) 385 -3204) 
has applied for a renewal of his Department of the 
Army permit to discharge fill associated with an 
ongoing sand and gravel mining operation on the 
Arroyo Seco River at Arroyo Seco Rock, southwest 
of Greenfield, in Monterey County, California.  
This application is being processed pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
(33 U.S.C. 1344). 
 
2.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The applicant has 
had an ongoing sand and gravel mining operation at 
this site since 1981. The entire site is approximately 
150 acres, of which approximately 50 are disturbed 
by the operation. The mining operation area is 
shown in Figure 4.  The operation would consist of 
the construction of low water crossings and 
scraping gravel from established alternate and point 
gravel bars that are adjacent to the low flow channel 
and banks.  To reduce impacts to steelhead the 
season for in stream mining would be limited to 
May 1 to December 1 of each year, unless rainfall 
and runoff conditions indicate earlier or later dates 
are appropriate.  The river in this area is underlain 
by bedrock, therefore extraction rates are limited by 
the amount of replenishment that occurs during the 
rainy season. Average annual extraction is 
estimated to be approximately 50,000 to 70,000 
cubic yards (cy).  Extracted gravel is stockpiled and 
processed above ordinary high water. 
 
Skim Design – potential extraction operations would 
be planned through: 
 

• The shooting of preseason cross-sections 
through the proposed extraction reach and 
setting of grade control stakes. 

 
• Development of overlays and comparisons 

of the previous fall and spring cross-
sections. 

 
• Determination of the degree that bars have 

replenished since the previous season. 
 

• Physical inspection of the potential sites. 
 

• Establishment of buffer areas, grades, and 
extraction starting points. 

 
Skimming of the bar surfaces would be conducted 
using either bulldozers, scrapers or front end 
loaders.  The applicant states that the bar skimming 
operation would be conducted to meet a variety of 
standards designed to maintain channel form and 
function as well as to reduce the potential for 
impacts to biological resources.  Theses standards 
include: 
 

• No operations would occur in or below the 
low water channel, except for the 
construction and removal of low water 
crossings.  

 
• Extraction operations would be conducted 

only on established point bars.  Areas with 
trees around which gravel has been removed 
leaving them on pedestals would be allowed 
to replenish and recover from past extraction 
operations.  An offset buffer 5 feet wide at 
the top with a 2:1 slope would be retained 
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along the active channel banks and recovery 
areas. 

 
• The extraction surface would at no time be 

below 0.5 feet above summer low flow 
water surface elevation. 

 
• Buffers would be established around the 

head and edges of the bars. These buffers 
would include retaining the upper 1/6th of 
each gravel bar and a minimum 25-foot 
setback (may be wider, depending on the 
extent of riparian vegetation) from the low 
flow channel.  Theses buffers would help 
maintain channel confinement at low and 
moderate flows, serve as potential locations 
for riparian revegetation efforts, and 
eliminate encroachment of heavy equipment 
into the low flow channel.   

 
• The downstream1/5th of the bar would not 

have the low flow channel buffer to 
facilitate drainage to minimize fish 
stranding.  Extraction in this area would 
avoid deposition of material in the river by 
backblading the sand and gravel away from 
the low flow channel.  

 
• To facilitate drainage to the river, the post 

extraction bar surface would be left with not 
less than a 0.5% cross sectional slope and a 
downstream gradient which mirrors that of 
the adjacent channel. 

 
• Gravel bars would be smoothed and graded 

to eliminate depressions so as to prevent 
entrapment of fish.   

 
• Any vegetation with greater than 2 inch 

diameter at breast height would be retained, 
except where the County and the 
Department of Fish and Game approves its 
removal to facilitate drainage and habitat 

enhancement work.  Creation of pedestal 
trees would be avoided. 

 
Summer Crossings - Channel alignment and 
sediment deposition change from year to year.  
Changes in morphology may necessitate the 
installation of temporary crossings to access 
extraction areas.  Summer crossings would typically 
consist of corrugated metal or plastic pipes placed 
across a narrow portion of the channel, normally a 
riffle location.  Smooth bore pipes would be 
avoided to reduce the potential for creation of a 
barrier to upstream fish migration.  The pipes would 
be covered with river run gravel to form the 
approaches and running surface of the crossing.   
 
Seasonal Reclamation Activities - seasonal 
reclamation activities on mined bars would include 
smoothing and grading to eliminate depression and 
berms (not the low flow channel berm) within the 
extraction site. Summer crossings would be 
removed at the end of the season and the crossing 
locations would be graded to conform to the 
adjacent channel morphology.  Seasonal mining 
operations would be completed prior to the onset of 
winter high flows in the river.  
 
Post Season Monitoring – Following the season’s 
activities a licensed surveyor would conduct post-
operation cross section surveys of the operations 
area.  The surveys would be used to determine 
operator compliance with the operational standards 
set forth in the extraction plan and serve as the 
baseline for analyzing site recruitment and 
conditions when overlaid with the following 
season’s spring surveys.  The monitoring would 
also be used to identify bank erosion sites and other 
channel instability problems.  Post-season reports 
would be submitted to the County and other 
regulatory agencies. 
 
 The Corps will conduct a formal consultation under 
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act with the 
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National Marine Fisheries Service on the affects of 
this project on the South-Central Coast steelhead.  
 
3.  STATE APPROVALS:  Under Section 401 of 
the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. Section 1341), an 
applicant for a Corps permit must obtain a State water 
quality certification or waiver before a Corps permit 
may be issued.  No Corps permit will be granted until 
the applicant obtains the required certification or 
waiver.  A waiver shall be explicit, or it will be 
deemed to have occurred if the State fails or refuses 
to act on a valid request for certification within 60 
days after the receipt of a valid request, unless the 
District Engineer determines a shorter or longer 
period is reasonable for the State to act. 
 
4. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT: The 
Corps of Engineers will assess the environmental 
impacts of the action proposed in accordance with the 
requirements of the National Environmental Policy 
Act of 1969 (Public Law 91-190), and pursuant to 
Council on Environmental Quality's Regulations, 40 
CFR 1500-1508, and Corps of Engineers' 
Regulations, 33 CFR 230 and 325, Appendix B. The 
Environmental Assessment will describe only the 
impacts (direct, indirect, and cumulative) resulting 
from activities within the jurisdiction of the Corps of 
Engineers, unless otherwise stated.  The documents 
used in the preparation of this Environmental 
Assessment will be on file in the Regulatory Branch, 
Corps of Engineers, 333 Market Street, San 
Francisco, California. 
 
5. EVALUATION OF ALTERNATIVES: 
 Evaluation of this activity's impact on the public 
interest will also include application of the guidelines 
promulgated by the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency under Section 
404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. Section 
1344(b). 
 
6.  PUBLIC INTEREST EVALUATION: The 
decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an 
evaluation of the probable impacts, including 

cumulative impacts, of the proposed activity and its 
intended use on the public interest.  Evaluation of the 
probable impacts that the proposed activity may have 
on the public interest requires a careful weighing of 
all those factors that become relevant in each 
particular case.  The benefits that reasonably may be 
expected to accrue from the proposal must be 
balanced against its reasonably foreseeable 
detriments.  The decision whether to authorize a 
proposal, and if so the conditions under which it will 
be allowed to occur, are therefore determined by the 
outcome of the general balancing process.  That 
decision will reflect the national concern for both 
protection and utilization of important resources.  All 
factors that may be relevant to the proposal must be 
considered including the cumulative effects thereof.  
Among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, 
general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural 
values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, 
floodplain values, land use, navigation, shore erosion 
and accretion, recreation, water supply and 
conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, 
food and fiber production, mineral needs, 
considerations of property ownership, and, in general, 
the needs and welfare of the people. 
 
7.  CONSIDERATION OF COMMENTS: The 
Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the 
public, Federal, State and local agencies and officials, 
Indian Tribes, and other interested parties in order to 
consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed 
activity.  Any comments received will be considered 
by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to 
issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this 
proposal.  To make this decision, comments are used 
to assess impacts on endangered species, historic 
properties, water quality, general environmental 
effects, and the other public interest factors listed 
above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an 
Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental 
Impact Statement pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are also used 
to determine the need for a public hearing and to 



 

 
 
 4 

determine the overall public interest of the proposed 
activity. 
 
8. SUBMISSION OF COMMENTS: Interested 
parties may submit in writing any comments 
concerning this activity.  Comments should include 
the applicant's name, the number, and the date of this 
notice and should be forwarded so as to reach this 
office within the comment period specified on page 
one of this notice.  Comments should be sent to the 
Regulatory Branch.  It is Corps policy to forward any 
such comments that include objections to the 
applicant for resolution or rebuttal.  Any person may 

also request, in writing, within the comment period of 
this notice that a public hearing be held to consider 
this application.  Requests for public hearings shall 
state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a 
public hearing.  Additional details may be obtained 
by contacting the applicant whose address is 
indicated in the first paragraph of this notice, or by 
contacting Bob Smith of our office at telephone 415-
977-8450or E-mail: bsmith@spd.usace.army.mil.  
Details on any changes of a minor nature that are 
made in the final permit action will be provided on 
request.

 
 


